“Hope engenders political vocabularies.

Hopelessness leads to wordlessness.”

John Berger

Lethbridge Trashes Idea for Curbside Recycling

March 2015

With a 6-3 vote against, Leth- recovery facility relative to
bridge City Council decides
the environmental benefit.
to leave recycling waste to
the whim of individuals.
Kinsmen Community
Concerns over the ratio of
Gardens, Mar ch 12 at 7
municipal waste to total
Mayor Spearman questioned waste (about 25%), the low
p.m. Fish & Game Hut
the recommendation from
value of recycled materials
SAGE Membership Dues City Administration based on as a commodity, and the
the cost of a curbside recyare being gratefully aclow impact on extending the
cling system and materials
cepted.
life of the current landfill
were expressed during the
discussion of the Finance
Committee.
No formal meeting for
SAGE in March.

Mayor Spearman said that
he would support a collection program for compostable materials. City research
suggests that roughly half of
the municipal solid waste is
compostable (food, grass
clipping, leaves, etc.). A
compostable collection
would also have a positive

McKillop Church: 2015 LENTEN SERIES
The Justice, Peace & Social Action
Committee OF McKillop United Church
presents:
March 5 – “The Furnace in the Sky –
Solar Power” – experienced, committed
environmentalists Hennig Muendel &
Bev Muendel-Atherstone, share their
story of how they have gradually reduced their carbon footprint.
March 12 – “Water – the Precious
Flow” – Permaculture designers, Lorinda Peel and/or Tim Wickstrom from Edible Earthscapes.

March 19 – “Earth - Climate Change:
Do the Math” – James Byrne, Prof. &
Chair of
the Geography Dept., University of Lethbridge, Expert witness on water and climate change.
March 26 – “The Wind Beneath Our
Wings – The Power of One” – A Celebration
of Change – all present will share our
environmental growth and ideas on how
to increase our “green actions”.

impact on the environment
as it would directly reduce
methane emissions from the
landfill (the largest source
for greenhouse gas emissions in Lethbridge), as well
as leachate production.
Leachate is the toxic stew of
liquids that collect at the
bottom of the landfill and
could potentially leak into
groundwater.
Furthermore, compost does
not have to be shipped long
distances to markets (as does
most of the recycled materials diverted from the landfill), and it closes the nutrient cycle from field to city
and back to the field.
Mayor Spearman concludes:
“In short, our residents
would benefit from lower
costs, a better return on their
money, a higher rate of
waste diversion and a more
positive impact on our environment by implementing
Green Cart program instead
of Blue Cart .”
For more from the Mayor,
See his monthly newsletter.
Public education on the benefits of reducing, recycling
and composting continues to
be important in our efforts to
reduce our impact on the
environment.
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Geothermal Energy
(Information Letter sent to SAGE, February 10th, 2015)
Dear Southern Alberta Group for the
Environment,
If Alberta were a country, it would
have the highest per capita GHG
emissions in the world. While the
province’s oil sands are often cited as
key cause of this, the province’s reliance upon fossil fuels for base load
power generation is also a significant
contributer.
The province is currently mandated
to phase out coal over the next 50
years. This is problematic. Besides
GHG emissions, coal power is estimated to result in over $300 million
in healthcare costs annually. The current practice is for power derived
from natural gas to replace existing
coal generating stations.
Considering this, natural gas is no
substitute for geothermal power.
Studies have shown that the environmental footprint of natural gas may
be worse than coal when methane
leaks from shale gas and fugitive
emissions from pipelines are consid-

ered. Moreover, power production
from natural gas contributes to
ground level ozone and emits dangerous particulates that are a threat to the
health and well being of Albertans.
A renewable energy portfolio could
solve all of these problems. A recent
article in the Calgary Herald written
by the province’s renewable energy
leaders, demonstrates the viability of
such a portfolio. However, intermittent renewable energy sources must
be backed up by base load power, in
order to firm the grid. Clean geothermal power is uniquely positioned to
do this. CanGEA’s Alberta Geothermal Favourability Maps and Resource Estimates demonstrate the
considerable geothermal resources
available to the province. They could
also be used to retrofit existing thermal plants, especially in the Edmonton region where accessible geothermal resources are located.
Attached is a Backgrounder for the
report I authored, titled: Un-Natural
Gas: Alberta’s Dirty Substitute for

Geothermal Power. Aside from clean
base load power, geothermal energy
uses many of the services required by
the oil and gas sectors, which can
provide economic stimulus to sectors
that are being negatively effected by
falling oil prices. The various entrepreneurial opportunities created by
accessible low-cost geothermal heat
can also benefit the province. Finally
geothermal energy development provides more permanent and semipermanent jobs than natural gas, or
nearly any other energy source. It is
also cost-competitive, which is
demonstrated by recent research.
Though the recently released Alberta
Energy Potential Metrics Study
(EPMS) confirms the vast geothermal
energy resources available to Alberta,
our report questions a number of the
EPMS conclusions. These specific
concerns have been, and continue to
be, discussed with the Alberta Department of Energy’s EPMS team.
We encourage you to review the full
report.

Interesting Links:
Brad Stelfox, The Energy of Land Use video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upjwsf2FnG0

Alberta Municipal Government Act review

http://mgareview.alberta.ca/

Interview with Jessica Ernst

http://www.ernstversusencana.ca/

Lethbridge River Valley video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OPlllP9XFQ

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)
A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community.
Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/
If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at:
sage-communications@sage-environment.org
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Request from Boundary Creek Landowners Group
Dear Sir or Madam
Please find attached information
regarding a new development appli‐
cation for the proposed Police Lake
Ranch and Retreat adjacent to Police
Lake Provincial Park and the Outpost
Wetlands Natural Area. Although
the Notice is dated February 9th, it
was obviously not mailed out to the
adjacent landowners on that date as
we did not receive it until Tuesday of
this week.
As you are aware from my previous
e‐mails, the Boundary Creek Land‐
owners Group has decided to appeal
Cardston County Council’s decision
to rezone the property, on which the
Police Lake Ranch and Retreat would
be located, from Agriculture to Rural
Recreation; this rezoning would be
necessary for the development to
proceed. Our Appeal was filed on
September 26, 2014; it will take 6‐12
months before our case is heard in
the Court of Appeal in Calgary, and
could take a further 6‐12 months for
a decision to be reached. Should we
win this Appeal, the developer
would be forced to do an Environ‐
mental Impact Assessment (EIA),
and the Council’s decision to ap‐
prove the rezoning application
would be overturned.
Our Appeal can not stop the devel‐
oper from applying for, and getting,
a development permit to proceed
with his proposal. However, should
we win the Appeal, he would be
forced to stop work on the project
until the court‐ordered assessments
(such as an EIA) were complet‐
ed. Depending upon the outcome of

the EIA and other possible assess‐
ments, the developer may be forced
to remove any construction / repair
any damage done to date.
While the previous rezoning applica‐
tion and this new development appli‐
cation are obviously related to each
other, the development application is
considered to be a new file / new
event and, as such, any letters or
comments of concern sent or made
regarding the previous rezoning ap‐
plication will not be considered by
Council when rendering a decision on
the new development application.
For this reason, we are asking that
your organization / department
consider sending another letter to
Cardston County Council expressing
your concerns regarding this pro‐
posed development.
[SAGE submitted the letter, attached,
on February 20th]
Should you wish to comment in per‐
son on this development application,
if time permits, oral arguments may
be heard at the Municipal Planning
Commission meeting at the Cardston
County oﬃce on Monday, February
23rd at 9:00 AM.
Thank you, in advance, for any sup‐
port your organization / department
is able to give the Boundary Creek
Landowners Group.
Jackie Morris 403‐653‐2916
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Follow Up Letter
At this morning’s MPC meeting in
Cardston, the development applica‐
tion for the Police Lake Ranch and
Retreat was defeated by a vote of
4:3. This is great news for the envi‐
ronment, the wildlife, and the
Boundary Creek landowners.
There was quite a bit of discussion
amongst the councillors regarding
the need for more information on
issues such as grade, erosion, and
storm water management; a de‐
tailed site plan showing the location
of the RV lots and lanes, and access‐
es; an Area Structure Plan; and an
EIA was even mentioned.
At the end of the discussion, the de‐
veloper was given the opportunity
to withdraw his application and ob‐
tain the additional information some
of the councillors were asking for, or
to proceed with his application; he
elected to proceed with the applica‐
tion.
In the end, a motion was put forth
by Councillor Broyce Jacobs to ap‐
prove the development without an
Area Structure Plan. The motion
was defeated by a vote of 4:3. The
councillors who voted against the
development application were Fred
Lacey, Lloyd Kearl, Mike Loose, and
Roger Houghton. Broyce Jacobs, Jim
Bester, and Duncan Thompson vot‐
ed in favour of the application.
The developer has 14 days to file an
appeal through the Subdivision and
Development Appeal Board.
If an appeal is not filed, the develop‐
er has to wait at least 6 months be‐
fore he can reapply.
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The Collapse of Western Civilization (2014)
Naomi Oreskes and Erik Conway
are science historians who have
written effectively about the complexities of science and politics.
Oreskes received a lot of attention
for her book, Merchants of Doubt,
in which she traced industry efforts to obfuscate the impacts of
tobacco on human health. She
showed the same trend for manufacturing doubt around the science of global warming and climate change.
In this short book, a historian is
writing in the year 2393 on the
300th anniversary of the Great
Collapse in 2093. The narrator
marvels at the ability of humankind at the time to have knowingly and willingly pursued behaviours that would lead to the demise of western civilization and
near extinction of the species.
The historian of the future traces
the history of the science of climate change and highlights some
of the main turning points and
opportunities missed from the
1970s through to the middle of
the twenty-first century (some are
real, and some fictional - though,
even the fictional events are highly plausible). Even though the
science was conclusive and
alarming, ‘western civilization’
did nothing: “But a shadow of
ignorance and denial had fallen
over people who considered
themselves children of the Enlightenment. It is for this reason
that we now know this era as the
Period of the Penumbra” (p.9).

One of the reasons for this darkness was the pretense of doubt (a
topic that Oreskes tackles authoritatively in her previous research
through the thousands of peer reviewed articles on the science of
climate change, which showed
overwhelming consensus).
Why the doubt? Oreskes & Conway share a couple of perspectives
- one was the illusion of debate
presented in the public forum of
politics and the media.
“Newspapers often quoted think
tank employees as if they were climate researchers, juxtaposing their
views against those of epistemologically independent university or
government scientists. This practice gave the public the impression
that the science was still uncertain,
thus undermining the sense that it
was time to act” (p.37).
The second perspective was the
complex algebra of liberty, markets, and science. In an interesting
interview appended to the book,
Oreskes says: “The doubt-mongers
we wrote about in Merchants of
Doubt were anti-communists who
opposed environmental regulations
for fear that government encroachment in the marketplace would become a backdoor to communism.
They believed that political freedom was tied to economic freedom, so restrictions on economic
freedom threatened political freedom. ... While rarely stated quite
this baldly, the reasoning goes like
this: Government intervention in
the market place is bad. Accepting
the reality of climate change re-

quires us to acknowledge the need
for government intervention either to regulate the use of fossil
fuels or to increase the cost of doing so. So we won’t accept the
reality of climate change” (p.69).
The irony, the authors note, is that
“delaying action – increases the
risk that disruptive climate change
will lead to the very sort of heavy
-handed interventions that conservatives wish to avoid. Catastrophic natural disasters – particularly those that disrupt food and
water supply – are a justification
for governments to send in the
national guard, commandeer resources, declare martial law, and
otherwise suspend democratic
processes and interfere with markets” (p.70).
The Collapse of Western Civilization: A View from the Future offers a short synthesis of our current situation as seen from the objectivity of a future historian. Because of its brevity, it avoids long
excurses of the science or the politics. It wouldn’t satisfy anyone
who doubts
the consensus in climate science. It is a
precise call
to action for
those who
value the
future as
much as
themselves.

