
“Fall down seven times, 
stand up eight.” 

 
Japanese Proverb 
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In addition to the discontinua-
tion of logging by Spray Lakes 
Sawmills, future surface rights 
will be denied for oil & gas 
activities in the park, and all 
surface mining activities will 
be terminated. There are also 
discussions on limiting off-road 
activities that accelerates ero-
sion, harming stream habitat.  
 
Many people in the region, 
including current and past 
members of SAGE, have been 
advocating for protection of the 
Castle for many decades. The 
preservation of a healthy Castle 
region is fundamental for the 
environmental and economic 
sustainability of southern Al-
berta. This decision is most 
welcome. 

“Commercial forestry in the 
Castle Special Management Ar-
ea has been stopped and the pro-
cess to designate the entire area 
under Parks’ legislation is un-
derway,” notes the Alberta Gov-
ernment website. 
 
Covering nearly 104,000 hec-
tares, the Castle area is an eco-
logically-diverse region prized 
for biodiversity, as the headwa-
ters for the Oldman River, and 
as a critical link in the wildlife 
corridor stretching from Yellow-
stone Park to the Yukon.  It is 
also a culturally significant re-
gion for First Nations. 
 
Shannon Phillips, MLA West 
Lethbridge and Minister of En-
vironment and Parks states: 
“Protecting the Castle is critical-

ly important for the biodiversi-
ty and water quality of this 
entire region. Under Parks’ 
legislation, and with the input 
of all Albertans, we will per-
manently protect this special 
place for future generations to 
enjoy as we transition the land 
to support good local jobs in 
tourism and recreation.” 
 
The province has initiated con-
sultations with landowners, 
park users, and First Nations in 
the process of designating the 
Castle under the Provincial 
Parks Act. It is expected that 
there will be two designations 
for the region - a provincial 
park, and a ‘wildland provin-
cial park’, which provides ad-
ditional protection.  
 

SAGE Meeting every third 
Wednesday - October 14th 
at 7 p.m. Lethbridge Pub-
lic Library 
 
SACPA World Food Securi-
ty: What are the issues. 
October 15th at noon. Coun-
try Kitchen Catering 
 
Eat, Think, Vote election 
event at the Lethbridge 
Soup Kitchen, October 5th 
5:30 p.m. RSVP cam-
paign.foodsecurecanada.org/ 
 
Avaaz organization organiz-
ing a climate mobilization 
event for November 29th. 
Visit greensense.ca for 
more. Also, check out the 
crowd funding effort sup-
porting Jessica Ernst at the 
Supreme Court. 

At Long Last … Castle Preservation 

tion to greenhouse emissions by sector.  
 
Alberta emits roughly 275 megatonnes of 
greenhouse gases each year - 66 mega-
tonnes per capita (2nd highest in the 
country and amongst the highest emis-
sions in the world). 
 
As shown, almost half of Alberta’s emis-
sions are related to the oil & gas sector. 
The next largest sector is electricity gen-
eration which relies heavily on coal-fired 
plants that provide base loading for the 
Alberta grid. Emission reductions will 
not only focus on these sectors, but will 
include emissions from agricultural sec-
tors, and the performance of our homes, 
businesses and our daily lives. 

The report states: “In the absence of 
strong climate change policies, Alberta’s 
energy production has increasingly 
come under the microscope, drawing do-
mestic and international criticism. Alber-
ta’s resources have become a symbol of 
the challenge of climate change” and that 
credible climate change policy will help 
secure Alberta’s future and a prosperous 
economy in the global marketplace.  
 
The Government of Alberta has engaged 
the assistance of a Climate Change Advi-
sory Panel of scientists, environmental 
economists and industry representatives, 
and invites public feedback through their 
website at http://alberta.ca/climate-
leadership.cfm 

Alberta Climate Leadership Discussions 

The Government of Alberta has initiated 
discussions around climate leadership in 
the province. The publication, Climate 
Leadership: Discussion Document, pro-
vides a good summary of Alberta’s emis-
sion profile which isolates the contribu-



Andrew Nikiforuk, author of Tar 
Sands and The Energy of Slaves, 
was recently speaking in Leth-
bridge at the Southern Alberta 
Council on Public Affairs 
(SACPA) about his new book, 
Slick Water.  
 
The book tells the story of Jessica 
Ernst’s battle for justice after her 
groundwater was contaminated by 
the fracturing (fracking) of a near-
by shallow gas well. The well wa-
ter became slick to the touch and 
began to fizz methane - so much 
methane, that her water could be 
ignited.  
 
Slick Water describes the process 
by which Jessica Ernst sought ac-
countability from Encana and sup-
port from the Energy Resources 
Conservation Board (ERCB). 
When it was clear that she was not 
going to sign a non-disclosure 
agreement for some level of repa-
ration, industry, the energy regula-
tor, and the provincial government 
began to conspire  against her. It is 
a shocking story. 
 
Jessica Ernst’s courageous fight 
became an emblem to other re-
gions facing the incursion of inten-
sive hydrofracking, and she was 
invited to speak in community 
halls around the world. The indus-
try approach was the same every-
where: damaged groundwater, air 
pollution, costly wear on roads and 
community infrastructure followed 
by industry denial, regulator collu-
sion and, as a last resort, coercing 
non-disclosure agreements with 
victims. 

But Jessica’s message was spread-
ing. Nikiforuk writes of her speak-
ing engagements in Ireland: 
“Industry promoters in Europe 
promised lots of money from frack-
ing, but like their North American 
counterparts, they left out critical 
details. For starters, they failed to 
mention rapid well depletion rates 
over a period of three years – 80 
percent – that put the industry on a 
costly and endless drilling tread-
mill. The spin doctors also glossed 
over dismal recovery rates of less 
than 10 percent. Cumulative effects 
were rarely mentioned. Air pollu-
tion from fracking well sites in Wy-
oming, for example, choked rural 
populations with ozone pollution 
worse than that found in Los Ange-
les. Truck traffic in Texas had de-
stroyed a billion dollars’ worth of 
public roads in the Barnett Shale, 
while local counties earned a third 
of that in industry taxes. And in 
British Columbia, scene of some of 
the world’s largest frack jobs, in-
dustry had set off hundreds of small 
earthquakes in the Horn River For-
mation” (p.234). 
 
Jessica continued an intense and 
enduring legal battle with the 
ERCB. “On September 15, 2014, 
Alberta’s Court of Appeal judges 
ruled that the ERCB could not be 
sued. Their densely worded, eleven-
page decision announced that the 
Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (now the Alberta Energy 
Regulator) owed no duty of care to 
individual landowners harmed by 
industrial activity. Fur thermore, 
the justices added, the immunity 
clause in the Energy Resources 

Conservation Act, Section 43, pro-
tected the regulator from any law-
suit or Charter claim, regardless of 
how the regulator treated individu-
al citizens” (p.275). It seemed that 
Section 43 provided impenetrable 
protection for the regulator, even 
owing ‘no duty of care’ to the pub-
lic or the environment.  
 
On November 7, 2014, Jessica 
Ernst, however, “scored a victory 
in the courts. … [the] ruling found 
that the government couldn’t claim 
immunity from civil action, be-
cause the legislation governing 
environmental protection in Alber-
ta wasn’t as comprehensive as the 
ERCB’s Section 43. The legisla-
tion did not, for example, apply to 
actions taken in bad faith. … On 
April 30, 2015, the Supreme Court 
agreed to hear her case [against the 
ERCB]” (p.301). 
 
These court cases should be heard 
early next year. The landmark cas-
es could make the regulator and 
province liable for its oil & gas 
operations, and will likely create 
more scope for ‘duty 
of care’ in future in-
dustry projects.  
 
Nikiforuk shares an 
even-handed and in-
formative perspective 
of the industry and 
how the courage and 
integrity of one per-
son can make things better for all 
people and the land. For more in-
formation on how you can help 
Jessica’s lawsuit, visit her website 
at www.ernstversusencana.ca 

Slick Water: Fracking and one insider’s stand 
against the world’s most powerful industry. 
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A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community. 

Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/ 

If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at: 

sage-communications@sage-environment.org 

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE) 

Don’t forget to vote in the Federal Election on October 17th. 
Advanced polls available October 9, 10, 11, & 12 

And be sure you are registered to vote - to confirm, check online at  
http://www.elections.ca/home.aspx 


