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Southern Alberta gilded index of far-reaching ruin ...
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Environment

Bill C-45 is the second omnibus TheNavigation Protection Act  industrial projects that could
bill presented by the Government was designed to protect naviga- threaten the air, water, soil and
of Canada under Stephen Harper. tion, but also “the economic and natural ecosystems on which all
The omnibus bill is a wide- health benefits provided by the Canadians, and our economy,
reaching document that changes water itself. [So] that develop- depend” Ecojusticd.
legislation in as many as 64 acts ment does not negatively affect
and regulations. water supplies, fish and fisheriesy; is clear that the Government of
. and natural water purification an¢anada has decided to pursue
C Notably, the omnibus bill changes filtration services” Ecojusticg. export-focused projects exploiting
$ ) % theNavigation Protection Aacind non-renewable resources to boost
& " theEnvironmental AssessmenttAc The Environmental Assessment 1o GDP in the short term at the
T e ek s i ey S o ngerm prosperty
’ which is based on a resilient envi-
s h- movement across Canada. weaken the legislation by reduc- ,gnment. Bill C-45 continues the

_ ~ ing the number of projectsthat  york of the first omnibus bill in
With the changes to tHeavigation would require assessment. which theFisheries Acand the

) y  Protection Actpipelines, bridges, _ Hazardous Materials Information
$ AT dams, and power transmission  First Nations argue that “The  Review Actvere undermined.
infrastructure projects will no long-changes proposed in this omnibug,e gne-two punch has greatly

& " SRS ( + ! erneed to prove that they won't  bill would further weaken Cana- giminished environmental legisla-
0 1 damage waterways, unless that da’s environmental laws, remoVeiion once used to steward a sus-

1 C C waterway is listed under the Act critical federal safeguards, and i5inable environment. clean water

$ % T L (including 97 of 32000 major lakesreduce opportunities for the pub-5 4 healthy oceans for all Canadi-

2 ¢ 82 (0 and only 62 rivers in the country). lic to have their say about major 5.

In court, the ERCB has asked to

| " # # | $ be removed from Ernst’s lawsuit
" arguing that the regulator has ‘no

Environment Lethbridge pre-  ronment Lethbridge increasingAfter years engaged in the pro-  duty of care to protect a citizen’s
sented the Strategic Plan and regulations and bureaucratic cess of suing EnCana, Alberta ~ groundwater.’ This begs the
Memorandum of Agreement to red tape for business and innoEnvironment and the ERCB for  question as to who does have this

city council on January 14th.  vation. There were also con- the (alleged) contamination of herduty of care.
cerns about the governance Well water, Jessica Emst’s lawsuit

With roughly 60 people in at- model and inclusivity made it to court in early January. Despite widespread opposition
tendance. almost all were in ' and growing interest in the Ernst

; ; ; The incident occurred nine years lawsuit, the industry persists in
support of a two-year funding The Environment Lethbridge ) ; ding this t ; oita-
grant to hire an executive direc-presentation showed that both29° during a period when EnCanzxpanaing tis type o explolta

- was extensively hydraulic fractur-tion. The ERCB continues to
tor and operate an office. The the Chamber and IASA were ing a shallow coal formation in  modify regulations, recently ask-

cost per household woulpl be included_ @n the proposed boargy,q Rosebud region. This well-  ing for public feedback on frack-
less th_an the_energy savings of composition and that the or-  timulation technique has been ing. Rachel Notley has been guot-
replacing an incandescent light ganization was to be open,  |inked to earthquakes, surface  €d as saying: “The new fracking

bulb with a compact fluorescentinclusive and intended to overyater contamination, and ground-directives are just another exam-
(andyou would have paid for come barriers - not to create water contamination around the ple of how this government pan-
the bulb). new ones. world. In Alberta, a year long ders to industry by letting them

investigation by the ERCB participate in the directive’s de-
The Chamber of Commerce andnvironment Lethbridge is  acknowledged the contamination velopment behind closed doors.
the Industrial Association of  expected to be on a Council of water aquifers and a surface  Asking Albertans for their input
Southern Alberta both presentedgenda in February for final  blowout due to fracking. now, is more akin to a PR stunt
and had concerns about Envi- consideration. than real consultation.”
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Dear Editor Energy impacts our environment, business. EL would also provide

energy is our economy, they can input to provincial energy and en-
Re: City Council meeting on the not be distinguished. vironmental regulations. Collabo-
proposed Environment Lethbridge ration from our local academic
(EL) council held on January 14, To manage our energy driven so-and research institutes and indus-
2013. ciety needs information on energyry is expected.

acquisition, energy uses and their
The issue of correct environmen- impact on the economy, climate, Informed planning is urgent as our
tal conduct by citizens or industry health and food supply. This in- problems are pilling up daily, as
was not questioned. Our level of formation has to be integrated we grow and consume. “The fu-
consumption, solid waste managehto city planning projects such asture is fraught with peril if we do
ment, transportation demands andocation of schools, industry, foodnot get it right” (Senate Commit-
utility energy uses are impacting outlets and bridges. City Hall doegee)
our life daily. There is ample sci- not have the benefit of such infor-
ence based information that our mation. Acquiring it is modern  Klaus Jericho
present level of consumption is business. (Energy Collegium and Southern
not sustainable. Therefore, achiev- Alberta Group for the Environ-
ing it should not be our goal. All Acquiring project-relevant, sci-  ment)
life processes are energy based. ence-based information, under-
The wise use of energy is the is- standing it and explaining it to the
sue. citizens and City Council requires One might also be interested in a

high level of expertise. This ex-  January 31st Herald Op-Ed by
The Standing Senate Committee pertise would reside in EL . Good Cosmos Voutsinos of the Energy
on Energy, Environment and Nat-information costs money. Collegium seriously trying to un-
ural Resources (July 19, 2012) dermine the potential of Environ-
also tells us that “energy pervade$lanning for the long-term is City ment Lethbridge. We appreciate
all aspects of our lives and isa  Hall business. This requires that Klaus having a more optimistic
key element of our social fabric”. EL is an integral part of City Hall and collaborative viewpoint.

Interesting Links:

Cost-minimized combinations of wind power, solawpo and electrochemical storage, powering the gpitb 99.9% of the time
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pi38775312014759#

National Climate Assessment  htip://ncadac.globalchange.gov/

Tyee’s Climate Change Crash Course (in 6 partshttp://thetyee.ca/
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If you thought that the past few The ecological economists, on thewhich makes life worthwhife.

months of book reviews were a

other hand, recognize resource

little heavy, here is one that mightlimits and advocate for some form And this is Elder Suzuiki’'s point:

put a little spring into your step.
In this book, ‘Dr. Doom and
Gloom’ offers his legacy lecture,
reflecting on his life trying to

of steady-state economy that pro-

vides the greatest good for the
greatest number for the longest
time. Our inability to recognize

make us all aware of the world wdimits to growth allow us to over-

live in and the many challenges
we face. Now in his seventies,
David Suzuki offers an elder’s
perspective on life - how we live
it and what makes it worth living.

What makes most of Suzuki’s

consume natural resources and
over-use the ability of nature to
absorb wastes generated. Suzuki
says, ‘by focusing on growth, we
fail to ask the most important
guestions, like “How much is
enough?” “What are the limits?”

books so engaging is his ability to*Are we happier with all this

tell a story without sacrificing

growth?” and “What is an econo-

content, and his ability to provide my for?”(p.48).

factual information without losing
focus on the larger picturéhe
Legacyis very much a story. Itis
the story of his concerns for na-
ture (and humanity within it) and
his visions for a better future. |
can think of no other author that
can tell it like it is without losing
a vision for something better -
maybe there is a little Dr. Doom,
but there is certainly no Dr.
Gloom.

Like many economists and envi-

Suzuki expands on our economic
measures like GDP, which only
measure economic activity while

What makes life worthwhile? He
does not find it in economic out-

ing relationship with nature: “We
need love to realize our full hu-
man potential. ... We need sacred
places where we go with venera-
tion rather than to seek resources
or opportunity” (p.83).

Suzuki also finds life in the place
where we are. He quotes Marcel
Proust: The real voyage of dis-
covery lies not in seeking new
lands but in seeing with new
eyes (p.92). He offers stories of
his family while growing up in
British Columbia and Ontario,

masquerading as a measure of wedind his formative experiences in

-being. The GDP is, perhaps, the
single most misused number in
economics. He quotes economist
Clifford Cobb: "Much of what we

nature leading to life-long joy and
wonder as a scientist. Like Kalle
Lasn, Suzuki believes: “Abandon
nature and you abandon your

now consider economic growth, assense of the divine. More than

measured by GDP, is really the
fixing of blunders from the past
and the borrowing of resources
from the future

ronmentalists over the past coupldRobert F. Kennedy:The [GDP]
of decades, Suzuki recognizes the&ounts air pollution and cigarette

limits to growth. Like Herman

advertising, and ambulances to

Daly, Suzuki sees two irreconcila-clear our highways of carnage ...

ble perspectives: the expansion-
ists or ‘growth-people’ believe

Yet [it] does not allow for the
health of our children, the quality

that there are no limits to popula- of their education, or the joy of

tion growth or economic growth

their play ... It measures neither

as the market will send the proper

signals to substitute a scarce re-

source for another resource or a ther our compassion nor our devo-andThe Legacy

technology.

everything, in short, except that

that, you lose track of who you
are.”

The Legacys a book rich in de-
tail, clear in composition, and res-
onant in its breadth and depth.
The Legacy re-
sounds with op-
timism: that we
can find a way
to rediscover
balance in our
world. Suzuki is
truly an Elder,

T Hi=
LEGACY

AN ELDER'S VISION FOR OUR

is wisdom.

USTAINABLE FUTURE
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January 16, 2013

To: Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB)
From: Braum Barber, Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)

RE: Feedback — Regulating Unconventional Qil & Gas in Alberta

In the spring of 2011, SAGE submitted a number of concerns about the impact and regulation of
exploiting non-conventional oil & gas resources, particularly in southern Alberta and the Kainai
land. Our concerns included the growing intensity of drilling / well spacing; surface disturbances
caused by noise, dust, traffic, and to wildlife and local ecologies; the use of scarce fresh water in
the region; contamination of water aquifers; surface impacts to air quality (fugitive emissions
and flaring) and water contamination; and the handling and disposal of toxic fluids (through

deep-well injection or as solid waste).

Our recommendations were to establish water and air quality baseline data and evaluation
before exploitation; set higher standards for well casing and cementing materials and
techniques; establish more stringent geological evaluation to identify formation stability
including natural faults and fractures; set limits on the pace and scale on exploitation in order
to monitor effects over time; implement monitoring, analysis of, and response to cumulative
effects; and mandate sufficient bonds to cover the costs of remediation and compensation for

damage over the long term.

We are very pleased to see a significant effort by the ERCB to address many of these concerns
in the past few years with new directives, and particularly the latest regulatory framework as
outlined in the discussion paper, Regulating Unconventional Oil & Gas in Alberta. Highlights

include the play-focused regulation involving multiple operators with an acknowledgement of



the need to evaluate regional cumulative effects and to establish or meet regional thresholds
and outcomes. This is consistent with approaches being considered through watershed
management planning under the Water for Life Strategy and regional planning under the Land-

use Framework.

A key point missing is planning to avoid surface disturbance of areas that are of high value for
maintenance of biodiversity including intact and fully functioning native prairie and parkland
ecosystems, connecting corridors for species migration, and isolated habitats that retain diverse
communities of native species. Minimizing surface disturbance by “identifying and pursuing
opportunities to coordinate with disposition holders that are not in the oil and gas industry on
sharing of roads and already disturbed surface sites” is key to reducing the industry’s footprint

in native ecosystems not designated as high value for conservation.

Consultation with local communities and other legitimate interests early in project planning is
key to integrating a variety of land uses and effectively addressing a variety of environmental
and social concerns. Continuing this consultation through to abandonment of the project will

help to ensure desired environmental and social outcomes are achieved.

We are pleased to see a requirement for “monitoring and reporting of groundwater and surface
water, including a baseline assessment and ongoing monitoring and reporting of changes in
guantity and quality, to ensure that outcomes are achieved” and for “a description of the

hydraulic fracturing fluids typically used”.

We appreciate the focus on life-cycle wellbore integrity to avoid fugitive emissions that are not
uncommon at the end of a well’s productive life and to ensure we do not leave a legacy of
liabilities for future generations. Advances in completion technologies will also reduce the risk

of contamination during production and stimulation techniques like hydraulic fracturing.

SAGE encourages the ERCB to continue to demonstrate a proactive approach to addressing the
risks of this rapidly developing sector of oil & gas exploitation, and we encourage greater
efforts in coordinating the monitoring of air and water quality and impacts to natural

ecosystems by establishing baseline data as a component of provincial policy initiatives.



Furthermore, we continue to recommend a cautionary approach to the rate of development of
new plays, with extensive geological evaluation and intensive monitoring to detect and mitigate

negative effects to the environment.

SAGE supports improved regulatory oversight of developing unconventional oil & gas resources.
With respect to monitoring and compliance we note that ERCB will “develop a performance
monitoring process to assess the achievement of regulatory outcomes”. This document
however lacks mention of how compliance will be assured. We encourage that more

explanation of the compliance aspect of the new regulatory approach be provided.

Sincerely,

cc: Bridget Pastoor, MLA Lethbridge East
Greg Weadick, MLA Lethbridge West
Minister Diana McQueen, Minister Environment & Sustainable Resource Development



