
 

the biological diversity of 

the river valley and ri-

parian areas within.” 

 

Six Mile Coulee offers a 

unique riparian habitat 

in the City that is en-

joyed by respec ul hik-

ers and  bikers for many 

decades since becoming 

a City park in the mid-

1970s. SAGE has, and 

will con+nue, to advo-

cated for be,er steward-

ship for Six Mile Coulee. 

Six Mile Coulee, located 

at the south end of the 

City near Sandstone, ex-

perienced damage this 

past summer due to ille-

gal access by all-terrain 

vehicles. 

The vehicle traffic has 

trespassed on fragile 

eastern slopes of the 

coulees, destroying na-

+ve grasses, wild flowers 

and shrubs, and leaving 

the slopes exposed to 

erosion.  

A group of local stew-

ards has contacted the 

City and the adjoining 

land owners in an effort 

to have the park be,er 

secured, and to have 

clear signage posted to 

discourage these types 

of ac+vi+es. 

The new Municipal De-

velopment Plan states: 

Lethbridge will “Strive to 

conserve, enhance and 

where possible restore 

No December mee+ng. 

Next SAGE mee+ng ten-

ta+vely Thursday, Janu-

ary 5th at 7 p.m., Fish & 

Game Hut. 

Alberta given C-minus 

grade for water quality  

by Ecojus+ce, mainly due 

to its reluctance to pro-

tect headwaters from 

energy extrac+on, and 

logging. Efforts to block 

logging in the Castle Spe-

cial Place are ongoing. 

Vehicle Damage in Six Mile Coulee  

 

Eight values iden+fied in 

the process include: 

“water security, or the 

reliable supply of clean 

water produced by a 

properly func+oning 

landscape; the tradi+on-

al lifestyle and culture 

epitomized by ranching 

and farming in wide-

open spaces; the re-

gion’s renowned aes-

the+cs; its diverse wild-

The Southern Foothills 

Community Stewardship 

Ini+a+ve has released a 

report called Values and 

Voices. The ini+a+ve was 

designed to “be,er un-

derstand the value of 

this landscape in the 

words of the people who 

live, work and play here, 

and to determine their 

priori+es for maintaining 

healthy ecosystems 

across the region.” 

life and ability to sustain 

it; opportuni+es for low-

impact recrea+on; clean 

air; the ability to pro-

duce food sustainably; 

and the ethic of stew-

ardship shared among 

many of the region’s res-

idents.” 

 

It was argued that main-

taining a healthy, con+g-

uous, and func+oning 

landscape will require 

“We think that when the canary dies, 

we can simply buy another canary.” 
 

Lorne Fitch 
 

December 2011 

local educa+on and 

stewardship, leadership 

in science-based best 

prac+ces for land-use 

and monitoring process-

es, and ‘forward-thinking  

provincial and municipal 

governance.   

 

The report contains 

many though ul insights 

and concludes with six 

clear recommenda+ons. 

Values and Voices for Stewardship 
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offset their own emissions. 
 
The audit also discovered some ir-
regularities in the submissions by tar 
sand operators as they relate to tail-
ings. Suncor used questionable 
methods of estimating emissions, 
and completely ignored CO2 emis-
sions, which may represent as much 
as 90% of fugitive emissions from 
tailing ponds.  

Some Interesting Articles & Research: 
 

Fueling a Biomess - Using forest bioenergy for energy (www.greenpeace.org) 

Fracking up our water, hydro power, and climate. Ben Parfitt 

 (http://www.policyalternatives.ca/) 

Provincial government still failing Alberta’s rivers. Water Matters 

 (http://www.water-matters.org/)  

Alberta Not Properly Monitoring GHG Emissions & Credits 

In 2008, the Government of Alberta 
published its Climate Change Strat-
egy that relied predominately on 
carbon capture and sequestration - 
an unproven mitigation technique to 
which the government has commit-
ted tens of billions of dollars to im-
plement. 
 
The Auditor General has raised 
questions about government efforts 
to properly monitor and validate 
carbon credits issued to agriculture 
and the tar sands. Not a single car-
bon credit issued to agricultural op-
erations could be sufficiently veri-
fied in the audit process.  
 
The primary agricultural credit is 
related to no-till practices which 
may sequester more carbon because 
the soil is less disturbed. It could 
not be confirmed by the Auditor 
General that these practices were 
actually being done. The credits 
granted may be purchased by any-
one, including energy companies to 

According to a Globe & Mail arti-
cle, the Alberta government has re-
sponded that they are ‘tweaking and 
enhancing the system’. There are 
many concerns about poorly moni-
tored and validated emission claims, 
particularly as the provincial gov-
ernment ‘invests’ in changing the 
world-perception that bitumen from 
the tar sands is ‘dirty oil’.  

“We think that when the canary dies, 



Terracide, by Hubert Reeves, is 
disappointingly more optimistic 
than the title would lead one to 
expect.  
 
Reeves weaves a number of meta-
phors and word-plays into a 
standard litany of environmental 
and social challenges: air quality, 
energy, food security, pollution, 
animal cruelty, and planetary pov-
erty. In fact, most of the book ex-
plores how humankind under-
mines the foundation of its own 
existence. 
 
Probably one of the more clever 
metaphors Reeves uses is one of 
the twelve labours imposed on 
Hercules by the king of Tiryns, 
Eurystheus. Hercules was tasked 
with cleaning the Augean stables 
in a single day. The stables had 
not been cleaned for 30 years 
while housing 1000 head of pro-
lific dung-producers - you can see 
where the metaphor is appropriate 
to our times … Well, Hercules 
accomplishes the task by divert-
ing a couple of rivers to wash out 
the stables. The myth doesn’t 
mention the imminent ecological 
disasters of river di-
version, or down-
stream hypoxia from 
the heavy load of 
waste introduced, but 
it does seem like 
something we would 
try with our Hercule-
an technologies.  

Reeves seems to believe that it is 
within our ability to avert each of 
the challenges he explores, but 
contradicts this by concluding 
with a more pleasing pessimism:  
 
“Fifteen billion years of evolution 
have produced a being able to un-
earth the origins of the universe 
that gave it life, able to decode the 
behavior of atoms and galaxies, to 
explore the solar system, to mas-
ter the forces of nature, but unable 
to marshal its resources in such a 
way as to avert its own elimina-
tion.” (p.154) 
 
Good one, Hubert. From expect-
ing apocalypse in Terracide and 
getting standard fare, I ap-
proached Thomas Kostigen’s 
book You are Here expecting 
standard fare and got, well, stand-
ard fare.  
 
Kostigen is a journalist and the 
writer of a number of books on 
the environment and social issues. 
Like Terracide, he explores how 
human interaction is both damag-
ing the planet and causing untold 
distress for a large number of hu-

man beings around the 
world.  
 
What makes this book 
engaging is the journal-
ist’s eye as he visits the 
very places that he re-
lates. His intention is to 
make the environmental 

and social impacts more real by 
connecting them to people living 
in places as diverse as Mumbai in 
India, Linfen City in China, 
Shishmaref Vil-
lage in Alaska, 
the Pacific 
Ocean, and his 
home in Santa 
Monica, Califor-
nia. 
 
By and large, 
Kostigen suc-
ceeds in his task. 
 
What was strik-
ing about both books was the em-
phasis placed on the impact of 
environmental challenges on the 
human population, with very little 
attention on the interdependence 
of species in nature. Both authors 
seem to view humankind as 
somehow separated from the en-
vironment, and at times they ap-
pear to be offering a simple apol-
ogetic for using the environment 
as a source of resources and a 
sink for wastes - it is, after all, 
just something that we crazy hu-
mans do and will continue to do.  
 
Neither author offers much in the 
way of challenging the structure 
of our collective ruin beyond 
changing our individual aware-
ness and behaviour a bit. Good 
primers, but they fall short of the 
spanking humans need voiced 
right now. 

Terracide (2009) & You are Here (2008) (Bonus Book Review) 
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