“Its never too late to do nothing.”
Allen Ginsberg

September 2011

Alberta Expands Coal-Fired Electricity Capacity
Next SAGE meeng Thursday, October 6th at 7 p.m.,
Fish & Game Hut.
Great Canadian Shoreline
Cleanup starng at the
Helen Schuler Nature Centre on September 17th
from 2 - 4 p.m. Contact
Shannon at shannon@oldmanbasin.org
Don’t forget to vote for the
Oldman Watershed Council for a $50,000 grant.

In an eﬀort to avoid new
regulaons for coal-ﬁred
electricity, Maxim Power
Corp. has asked the Alberta Ulies Commission to rush an applicaon for a new 500 MW
coal-ﬁred plant to be
located east of Edmonton. By beang the July
30th deadline, the plant
will qualify as an
‘exisng plant’ under the
new federal legislaon.
The addional greenhouse gas emissions will
all but nullify the promised reducons from $2

billion of carbon sequestraon and storage (CSS)
projects planned in the
province.
Pembina Instute has
suggested that to meet
provincial and federal
GHG emission targets,
conservaon and smart
investment in renewable
energy sources would
have been more eﬀecve. The addional generaon capacity is designed to sasfy tar
sands expansion.
For more informaon

Water Policy in Western Canada
The Canada West Foundaon has published the
Wave of the Future highlighng the viewpoints
of 50 experts in the region, including SAGE’s
Cheryl Bradley.

change impacts to water
quality and quanty; the
need for data; concerns
over jurisdiconal fragmentaon; the importance of raising public awareness of water
issues and to dispel the
Some common themes
myth of water abuninclude the need to plan
dance; and the need for
for uncertain climate

beGer decision-making
frameworks that include
environmental valuaon.

and a campaign objecng to this development and the cynical
manipulaon new federal regulaons visit the
David Suzuki Foundaon.
Environment Canada’s
publicaon on emission
trends shows that the
country’s GHG emissions
will rise another 10% by
2020, missing the target
of a 15% reducon - a
shor+all of 178 Mt of
CO2e. Clearly, this is not
ameliorated by intensifying coal-ﬁred generaon
of electricity to expand
tar sands producon.

formave and notes the
“imperave that policymakers do not disconnect economic prosperity from sustainability”.
The discussion around
Water is not just a comvaluing natural capital to
modity, but a social, culmaintain minimum ecotural and environmental
system ﬂows and pregood and part of our colserve wetlands is inlecve commons.
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Lethbridge Biogas Plant
Lethbridge Biogas LP will be construcng a 2.85 MW cogeneraon plant
fueled by organic byproducts from livestock operaons, meat and food processors, restaurants and instuon.
The organics are naturally decomposed

to produce a nutrient-rich ferlizer, as well as methane which can
be burned to generate power.
The plant will oﬀset as much as
45,000 tonnes of CO2eq each year,
while producing enough electricity
to power 2500 homes.
The waste-to-energy biogas plant

Green Gateway to London Road
Lethbridge City Council
unanimously approved a
development on the corner of 6th Avenue and
13th Street South.
The Westwood family, in
partnership with the
Lethbridge Housing Authority, have proposed a
mul-family complex of
small homes on both the
northeast corner and
north of London Road
Market to provide a variety of aﬀordable rentals.
The current building on
the northeast corner will

be replaced by a commercial business building, and
the London Road Market
will be refurbished. The
homes on the southwest
corner will be integrated
into an oﬃce building
complex. This ambious
plan will progress over the
next ﬁve years.
This project is a good example of redevelopment
that balances the characteriscs of historic neighbourhoods with important
consideraons like increasing residenal densi-

will be constructed
in the County of
Lethbridge Rave
Industrial Park (east
of 43rd Avenue
North), and it is ancipated that it will
be in operaon by January 2013 aNer ten years of planning. The company operates 5 similar plants in Canada,
and over 200 in Europe.
ty, improving walkability,
reducing construcon
waste, and improving
home performance.
The residenal project has
a target of LEED Planum,
which would make it a
landmark development in

Canada. It also illustrates
that there is a viable business case for building for
the environment. As such,
it could become a model
for building and residenal
development in Lethbridge
in the future.

Some Interesting Events & Online Sources:
Water Matters

Drilling Below the Surface
http://www.water-matters.org/enews/archive/2011-08.html

Government of Alberta

New Grant Benefits Land Conservation in Alberta
http://www.alberta.ca/acn/

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)
A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community.
Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/
If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at:
sage-communications@sage-environment.org
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The Rights of Nature (2011) & Wild Law (2011, 2nd ed.)
During a recent presentation in
Lethbridge, Maude Barlow suggested reading The Rights of Nature published by the Council of
Canadians, and Wild Law: A
Manifesto for Earth Justice by
Cormac Cullinan.
Both books explore the idea that
the earth has inherent and inalienable rights to exist and evolve independent of human valuation.
The Rights of Nature is a collection of short expressions from a
number of thinkers, activists and
politicians on the concepts outlined in the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Nature as adopted in Cochabamba,
Bolivia on Earth Day 2010. This
declaration makes the earth the
center of existence and acknowledges the right to life, the right to
continue its vital cycles, the right
to maintaining its identity and integrity, the right to evolve, and
the right to be free from contamination, pollution and toxic or radioactive waste (p.13).
Contributors to this book focus on
both theory and current examples
of the challenges and successes in
affecting this change in
worldview. Maude Barlow challenges false solutions of a green
economy that do not address the
commodification of nature. She
argues that the natural commons
must be advanced in both practice

(Book Review)

and in law, where nature has legal
standing. Vandana Shiva laments
the failure of institutional efforts
which do not address the
‘privatization of the Earth’, and
reminds us that economy (Oikos)
needs to return to its Greek meaning: the management of our
‘home’, the Earth.
The Rights of Nature provides
insight on the principles of earthcentered values and rights, the
need for creating an effective international framework, and the
need to change how the law
works. On the latter point, Cormac Cullinan offers insights into
the failure of law to protect the
rights of nature - a ‘fatal delusion’
of a ‘colonial mindset’ in which
legal systems ‘are designed to enable a specific group to dominate
and exploit the wider Earth Community’.
Wild Law is an extended argument for giving nature ‘standing’
in the legal system with an equal
opportunity to have its inherent
rights defended. It is an argument
against ‘resourcism’ in which the
earth is simply seen as a source of
minerals and a sink for wastes.
Cullinan begins by challenging
our perceived place in the world
and the illusion that human kind
is independent of its systems. The
argument develops from the current conceit of law, and offers a

discussion on the nature of rights,
and the opportunity for what he
terms Earth Governance. This
concept is reflected in many of
the elements of the Cochabamba
Protocol with ‘a concern for reciprocity and the maintenance of a
dynamic equilibrium between all
the members of the Earth Community determined by what is
best for the system as a
whole’ (p.117).
Both books offer important insights on our relationship with the
environment from the perspective
of different cultures, and both
challenge the framework of governance through earth values,
rights and law. Neither shrink
from discussing the urgency of
current challenges resulting from
our failed relationship with the
earth.
What The Rights of Nature lacks
in sustained argument, it makes
up for in richness of perspective.
Wild Law is also very well written
and accessible, though it might
appeal more to those with an interest in policy, law and governance models.

Note: this letter was written in support of a
complaint from the Milk River on a topic
that affects the region - contamination from
the operation of feedlots.
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Note: see June 2011 SAGE
Newsletter for the original
inquiry, which was forwarded
to the Minister of Energy,
Minster of Sustainable Resource Development, and
MLA Lethbridge-West.

