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Suffield National Wildlife Area Facing Oil & Gas Development
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Green Micro-Loans: A gift that keeps giving.
Kiva is a leading organization
that provides micro-lending to
international pioneers, including green micro-loans. Individuals, groups of individuals
or businesses can loan directly
to people around the world for
any number of initiatives.
Green energy, energy efficiency, and organic agriculture are
a few examples of the types of
projects seeking microfunding.
Loan requests can range from
$25 to a few thousand dollars.
Since 2005, Kiva has organized almost $340 million in
loans to 850,000 lenders, with

a repayment rate of 99%.
Repaid loans become ‘Kiva
Credit’ in your own account,
which can be loaned again to
another project.
Green micro-loans are also
becoming popular within
regions, where loans are provided to green businesses to
help stimulate the development of green jobs in the local community. Vancity, for
example, has aided in the
investment of over $72 million in Vancouver organizations that improve quality of
life from a social and environmental perspective.

that great care must be taken to
preserve its attributes.” Unlike
national parks, National Wildlife Areas (NWA) and Migratory Bird Sanctuaries (MBS) do
not extend below the surface,
making them vulnerable to
mining and oil & gas exploitation.

Community Supported Agriculture
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has become a popular way to buy locally grown
food directly from a farmer (or
rancher). There are many benefits to the individual consumer
and the community.
The premise is that an individual family may buy ‘shares’ in
the harvest from the garden of a
local family farm. The type and
amount of food will vary between good or bad years,
though every effort is made to
provide value for the ‘share’.
From a community perspective,
a CSA supports family farming

and local food security/
sovereignty as a result. Local
food, grown organically can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions compared to food that has
been picked, refrigerated and
transported many hundreds or
thousands of miles to your table. Community farmers are
also more likely to be better
stewards of water and their own
land.
The food is also picked fresh
and delivered to a regular location at a regular time. I give two
green-thumbs up for my experience with a Lethbridge CSA,
Noble Gardens, last season
(www.noblegardenscsa.com/)
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Climate Reality at SAGE

Survey Shows Public Trust of Environmental Groups
The University of Calgary’s School of
Public Policy recently conducted a survey on energy literacy in Canada.
The results show that academics and
‘environmental groups and activists’ are
considered more trustworthy than industry when it relates to energy issues. Academics scored 61.3% support and environmental groups 53.3%, compared to oil
& gas companies at 31.1%. Government
trust fell in at 43%,
The survey indicated that 77% of respondents were very or somewhat con-

cerned about the impact of energy generation on the environment.
On the other hand, a majority of respondents did not have a clear idea of where
energy comes from and the potential impacts - Albertans had one of the lowest
understandings of how electricity was
generated in the province (which is 70%
coal on a yearly average).
The study suggested a negative response
for coal and nuclear as sources of electricity generation, with natural gas and
renewables seen more positively.

CFO Project Team Disbands
The Confined Feedlot Operations (CFO)
project team under the Clean Air Strategic Alliance (CASA) disbanded after
presenting its final report.

quality around CFO operations - this may
be accomplished through proposed government plans for airshed management in
Alberta through its ‘Clean Air Strategy’.

Feedback from SAGE on the final report
was presented to CASA. The report was
seen as a positive move towards better
addressing CFO emissions, with a recommendation to monitor air emissions
from individual CFO operations and better determine the concentration of specific emissions.

Other specific recommendations were to
embed Best Management Practices
(BMP) within CFO licensing requirements; to identify all CFO operations in
the province by type, size and region
(currently obscured by a lack of clarity of
definition and practices around grandfathering CFO operations); to link water
licensing to CFO permits; to monitor
manure storage and leakage to the eco-

It was generally recognized that there is
more work to be done in improving air

Lori Harasem shared with SAGE the
latest presentation from the Climate Reality Project, supported by her intense
training last summer with Al Gore and a
team of scientists. It was a stunningly
visual presentation of recent weather
events that are intensifying in both frequency and magnitude due to anthropogenic global warming. Supported by research and Al Gore’s recent book Our
Choice [reviewed in the SAGE May
2012 newsletter], the presentation
showed what is to be our climate reality.
If you are interested in having Lori present, or training to become a presenter
yourself, go to Climate Reality Canada or
contact Lori at loriharasem@yahoo.ca
system; and to establish more comprehensive monitoring practices.
Better statistics on animal numbers,
health impacts, and cumulative effects
on air (emissions), soil (contamination)
and water (groundwater contamination
and pathogens in surface water) are essential for improved CFO management.
Furthermore, a means of upgrading
grandfathered operations to best practices, and clearer processes for decommissioning and closure of noncompliant operations are required. (See attached letter
to the Government of Alberta).

Interesting Links:
Fuel for Thought: The Economic Benefits of Oil Sands Investment for Canada’s Regions http://www.conferenceboard.ca/
In the Shadow of the Boom: How Oil Sands Development is Reshaping Canada’s Economy http://www.pembina.org/pub/2345
Climate Change: Do the Math! (by James Byrne, et al., U of Lethbridge)

https://vimeo.com/53979295

The Underlying Threat: Addressing Subsurface Threats in Environment Canada’s Protected Areas h p://www.naturecanada.ca

Southern Alberta Group for the Environment (SAGE)
A Leading Voice for a Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Community.
Visit us at: http://sage-environment.org/
If you are interesting in getting involved, contact us at:
sage-communications@sage-environment.org
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TANSTAAFL (2011)
Edwin Dolan recently published a revised
version of TANSTAAFL or ‘There Ain’t No
Such Thing As A Free Lunch’. As a selfproclaimed ‘libertarian’, he oﬀers an
argument for environmental protec'on
through improved economic signals and
tort li'ga'on.
The book begins with an acknowledgement that a ‘throughput’ economy is not
appropriate in a world with ﬁnite resources and sinks for pollu'on; and that
the GNP is not a measure of wellbeing
but, rather, a measure of throughput. An
interes'ng sugges'on he makes is “to
split the current single GNP ﬁgure into
two components. The ﬁrst – call it Type I
GNP – would measure that frac'on of
GNP which was produced with renewable resources and recyclable wastes.
Type II GNP would then measure the
total value of produc'on which was
based on the exhaus'on of irreplaceable
resources and the produc'on of indestruc'ble wastes” (p.14). Economist Herman Daly similarly calls the Type II GNP
‘uneconomic’ growth, because it does
not consider the externali'es to society
and the environment, nor does it consider opportunity costs for future genera'ons that might be er value the resources we are squandering today.
As a libertarian, Dolan eschews government involvement in the ac'vi'es of
ci'zens and the market, and he gives
short shri@ to altruism and voluntarism:
“The ﬁrst warning light ﬂashes when I
hear the call for self-sacriﬁce and selfrestraint as the means for resolving the
environmental crisis. Any economist
worth his salt knows that altruism is notoriously weak as a force for social
change, and that the goal of avoiding
ecological disaster will be more easily
and rapidly reached by methods which
harness the strong human mo'va'ons –
the greed, avarice, and self-interest of
individuals within the ranks of business,
government, and consumers. We simply
do not have 'me to wait for an ethical
revolu'on before we clean up” (p.18).

Dolan oﬀers a clear statement of his posi'on that involves a market solu'on and
tort li'ga'on to curb the wild excesses of
corporate greed: “A policy that requires
people to pay full costs provides an incen've for people not to pollute or deplete
resources beyond the point where the
costs of doing so exceed the beneﬁts. That
will be true regardless of the mechanism
used to generate the appropriate price
signal: a free-market purchase from the
original owner of rights to use a source or
sink, a tax per unit of pollu'on that accrues to a government treasury, or the
purchase of a pollu'on permit from a
third party under a cap-and-trade program. In contrast, the interpreta'on of
TANSTAAFL as an ethical maxim is driven
by jus'ce. … Common law focuses on
compensa'on for value received and res'tu'on for harms done” (p.25). He does,
however, acknowledge that “A free market is not a ‘Drill Baby, Drill!’ paradise
where business is free from government
regula'ons, free to seek subsidies from
the public treasury, and free to shi@ costs
to anyone unlucky enough to live downstream or downwind. A market economy
is not truly free unless it includes eﬀec've
mechanisms to ensure that everyone,
whether ac'ng as producer, consumer, or
agent of the government, respects the
persons and property of others” (p.45).
Dolan repeats this perspec've later on in
the book: “The bo om line? Paying for
pollu'on is a good idea. It is good for the
planet. It is eﬃcient. Since it is impossible
to live without having an impact on the
environment, it is only fair people should
pay for the resources they use and environmental harm they cause, whether their
impact is large or small. … In short, fullcost pricing is necessary, but not always
suﬃcient for achieving environmentally
appropriate outcomes. … Finally, material
incen'ves need to be backed up [by] individual responsibility. … We must keep in
mind that the TANSTAAFL principle is not
just a guideline for policy, but also a moral
impera've” (p.77).

This is what makes TANSTAAFL interes'ng: Like most people on the right, he
would like the ‘invisible hand’ to do the
work rather than government, though he
admits that the government will have to
guide the invisible hand through full-cost
accoun'ng of the costs of pollu'ng the
environment and deple'ng nonrenewable resources. He also doubts
voluntaris'c altruism and ques'ons the
ability of government to dictate ethical
values, though he remains faithful to the
power of li'ga'ng against people and
corpora'ons who have done harm to
individuals.
In other words, he espouses John Locke’s
libertarian rights to property, sugges'ng
that what is owned will be used well which is typical of this posi'on - but he
also champions the du es to abstain
from harming others; to abstain from
taking property of others; to leave what
is in the commons in as good a condi'on .
In a 'me when governments are responding to corporate lobbying that limit
the awards from court decisions in tort
li'ga'on, it seems that Dolan’s mechanism to encourage be er corporate behaviour is being diminished. From his
perspec've, to expect people to abstain
from harming others and taking more
than one needs from the common without legal deterrents is the sort of altruism he doubts earlier in the book.
Dolan also does not oﬀer much in the
way of conver'ng a ‘throughput’ economy into a
‘spaceship’ economy though he suggests the la er is
required to sustain
human civiliza'on.
Nonetheless it is
interes'ng to read
the perspec'ves of
environmentalism
from the right.

