
 

As predicted by the Public Pastures
-Public Interest (PPPI) group in 
Saskatchewan, the provincial gov-
ernment is beginning to sell Crown 
native grasslands for agricultural 
development.  
 
A large block adjoining the Goven-
lock PFRA grasslands is in the 
process of being broken for agri-
cultural use. An interesting CBC 
Blue Sky interview with a soil 
scientist describes the impacts 
when grasslands are plowed up: 
releasing organic matter that holds 
nutrients and water in the soil; 

increasing the risk of erosion; in-

creasing the risk of compaction; 

reducing carbon sequestration; and 

reducing habitat.  
 
It seems difficult for us to adopt 
perspectives and promote initia-
tives that would promote the 
preservation of the few remaining 
remnants of natural communities.  

Alberta municipalities are going to 
the polls to elect Mayor and Coun-
cil, this time for a four-year term. 
There are 29 candidates for Council 
and 4 mayoralty candidates.  
 
Candidate forums hosted by SACPA 
will be held on October 2nd 
(Councillors) and 3rd (Mayors) at 
the public library; October 8th 

(Mayors) and 18th (Councillors) at 
the University atrium; October 9th 

in the morning at the Yates by the 
Homebuilders Association; October 

9th in the evening at the public li-
brary by the BRZ; and the Chamber 

of Commerce will hold one on Oc-
tober 16th at the Yates. Let your 
green be seen at the Forums. 
 
Accountability Lethbridge has coor-
dinated a survey that has been sent 
to each candidate, given a week to 
complete. The survey will include 
questions relating to the environ-
ment, including perspectives on 

climate change, waste manage-
ment, and leading Lethbridge for-
ward on environmental issues, as 
directed in the City’s Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP/ICSP). 
 
Results from the previous election 
are available at Greensence - you 
can be the judge if the incumbents 
acted true to their word. Again, 
this election, Greensence has coor-
dinated a panel to rate the respons-
es  from the Accountability Leth-
bridge survey to rank the 
‘greenness’ of the candidates. 
 
Three years of effort by businesses 
and environmental NGOs in the 
city to instigate Environment 
Lethbridge (to act as an environ-
mental education hub and City 
resource) received little traction 
with the previous Council - we 
hope for better. May your vote 
count! 

SAGE mee�ng, October 

10th at 7:00  p.m. at the 

Lethbridge Public Library 

(main floor).  

 

Watch for Candidate Fo-

rums for Lethbridge Munici-

pal Elec#ons. See the Ac-

countability Lethbridge 

Website for candidate sur-

vey results. 

 

SACPA presenta#on on  

Thursday 12:00 noon on 

Drilling for Oil and Gas with-

in the Corporate Bounda-

ries of a Municipality: What 

are the Issues. Tim 

Robillard, Director of Stake-

holder Engagement & Regu-

latory for Standard Land Co. 

will speak. 

Election Time - Let Your Green Be Seen 

provincial or federal crown 
lands. Our goal is to achieve 
the best protection for the 
Sage-Grouse while minimiz-
ing impacts on landowners 
and agricultural producers.” 

 

There are several contributing 
factors to the decline in the 
Sage-Grouse population in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
though habitat degradation 
and loss are considered most 
significant. Deleterious activ-
ities include the conversion of 
habitat to farmland (like the 
recent assault on Crown 
grasslands and PFRA lands); 

intensive livestock opera-

On September 17, 2013, the 
Honourable Leona Aglukkaq, 
Minister of the Environment, 
announced the federal govern-
ment’s intention to introduce 
an Emergency Protection Or-
der for the Greater Sage-
Grouse. 
 
The news release states: “The 
intent of an Emergency Order 
is to impose obligatory re-
strictions designed to protect 
the Sage-Grouse and its habi-
tat on provincial and federal 
crown lands in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan with no re-
strictions on activities on pri-
vate land, nor on grazing on 

tions; oil and gas develop-

ment, including pipelines; and 

ongoing drainage and irriga-
tion projects. 
 
The Sage-Grouse population 
in Canada has declined by 
nearly 98% since 1988, with 
as few as 150 birds now re-
maining in Alberta and Sas-
katchewan. 
 
Though the specifics of the 
Emergency Protection Plan 
are currently unknown, many 
in the environmental commu-
nity welcome the decision. 
This is the first time that the 
provision for an Emergency 

“A politician thinks of the next election.  

A statesman, of the next generation.”   

James Freeman Clarke 

October 2013 

Greater Sage-Grouse 
Protection Order in the Spe-
cies at Risk Act has been used 
(albeit, only after the federal 
government had its feathers 
ruffled in court), so there is 
some optimism that other spe-
cies facing an immanent threat 
to survival will be considered.  
 
If you are interested in view-
ing this iconic bird, watch this 
fascinating YouTube video: 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vNpWNJhlzVI 

Grasslands in Saskatchewan 
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Lorne Fitch suggests that a basic risk 
assessment wasn’t completed, as it didn’t 
consider the importance of Hidden Creek 
as a significant source of groundwater for 
the Oldman River, and very important 
habitat for bull trout (as over 75% of the 
extant bull trout in the Oldman watershed 
use the creek for spawning). “Given 
those fisheries values, it shouldn’t have 
been logged in the first place.” 

Hidden Creek Found Slumping 
After 57 acres of timber was clear-cut 
from Hidden Creek last winter, a steep 
cutblock has been slumping towards the 
creek. As reported in the Calgary Herald, 
a spokesperson of Spray Lakes Sawmills 
says that the area was harvested and has 
been reclaimed, while a provincial offi-
cial claims that the slope is ‘settling’ not 
‘slumping’ - that the terms simply reflect 
‘a difference of opinion.’ 

“A politician thinks of the next election.  

Interesting Links:  
 
Dealing in Doubt: The Climate Denial Machine vs. Climate Science http://www.greenpeace.org/ 
 
Grassroots Effort Promoting Renewables in Boulder, Colorado  (video) 
 http://www.upworthy.com/a-bunch-of-young-geniuses-just-made-a-corrupt-corporation-freak-out-big-time-time-for-round  
 
The Cost of Fracking  http://www.wral.com/ 
 
The Social Costs of Fracking http://documents.foodandwaterwatch.org/doc/Social_Costs_of_Fracking.pdf 

Logging increases the risk of sedimenta-
tion of the creeks and rivers and effects 
water quality and habitat. Slumping of 
the steep cutblock into Hidden Creek 
may have significantly negative reper-
cussions for the health of the river. 

Spray Lakes Sawmills is the same com-
pany working to log the Castle Special 
Place. 

Oil and Gas Exploitation in our Back Yard 
Goldenkey Oil Inc. has purchased mineral 
rights within Lethbridge city limits. The 
Alberta Energy Regulator is now consider-
ing the application to drill on the property.  
 
The oil wells will target the Bakken shale 
that  is underneath most of southern Alber-
ta, and has already seen active drilling west 
of Milk River, and activity on the Kainai 
land west of Lethbridge.  
 
Typically, drilling in the Bakken has in-
volved horizontal drilling and intensive 
hydraulic fracturing to release the oil and 
gas trapped in the tight sand that makes up 
the reservoir. Tens of millions of litres of 
water are consumed for each fracking 
event - water that is not returned to the 
hydrologic cycle because it becomes heav-
ily contaminated with chemicals. When it 
flows back, it must be disposed in deep 
underground aquifers. Hydraulic fracturing 

has been linked to groundwater and surface 
water contamination, significant green-
house gas emissions, as well as earth-
quakes depending on the geology. 
 
The current City Council released a state-
ment that “As a council, we emphasize that 
we are not opposed to oil and gas exploita-
tion, generally.” It does seem, however, 
that they are opposed when it lands in our 
backyard. The basis of City opposition is 
“that such activity would effectively steri-
lize developable urban land and burden the 
city with additional costs by creating the 
need for setbacks to separate wells and 
underground pipelines from future neigh-
bourhoods.”  
 
Other concerns (beyond the ability of the 
City to sprawl) is the movement of drilling 
equipment and chemicals through the city, 
potential water contamination upstream of 

our drinking water intake, and fugitive 
emissions and odours moving downwind 
to city residential areas. It is too bad that 
this council did not show as much concern 
for the same exploitation across the river 
on the Blood reserve when Kainai Leth-
bridge Earth Watch (KLEW) approached 
council last year. 
 
Regardless, the municipality has no stand-
ing in the process of mineral extraction, 
which is controlled and regulated by the 
province. They may present their concerns 
at the review by the Alberta Energy Regu-
lator. Maybe the process will raise some 
interest about our dependency on oil & 
gas, and the heavy impact exploitation has 
on society and the ecosystem we depend 
upon. It has been suggested that the future 
subdivision that will contain the wells be 
called ‘Oilstone’ or ‘Frackenridge’. 



Margaret Atwood recently completed 
the MaddAddam trilogy of novels 
comprised of Orxy and Crake, The 
Year of the Flood, and now MaddAd-
dam. This trilogy has some important 
things to say about our collective 
environmental situation. Don’t wor-
ry, I won’t tell you the ending …  
 
The first book in the trilogy, Oryx 
and Crake, is set in the near future - 
a dystopia in which the rich, the edu-
cated, and the powerful have isolated 
themselves from the pleeblands. This 
surplus population remains trapped 
in poverty and violence, eating syn-
thesized food as agricultural systems 
have collapsed with the cascading 
extinction of species around the plan-
et. The major corporations and secu-
rity agencies have replaced govern-
ments as they compete to control the 
last vestiges of wealth. Popular en-
tertainment on television are brutal 
fights to the death between prisoners, 
called Painballers. Drugs and hedon-
ism are rampant.  
 
The son (Oryx) of a principle genetic 
researcher living in a corporate com-
pound is raised to despise the inhu-
manity of a degraded civilization, 
symbolized by an exploited girl who 
will become Crake. The story of Or-
yx and Crake describes his effort to 
wash the earth clean 
of human life. He cre-
ates genetically modi-
fied species to replace 
humanity - species 
devoid of sexual jeal-
ousy, greed, clothing, 
symbolic thinking, 
music, and an appetite 
for animal protein. 
They are called Crakers. 
 
Margaret Atwood’s darkness in her 
science fiction has been often 

acknowledged. What makes this book 
interesting is that it doesn’t seem so 
fictional at times. Misanthropy is 
growing more common as the benefits 
of technological progress seems 
stalled, or directed towards ethically 
dubious practices like genetic modifi-
cation. 
 
The second book in the trilogy, The 
Year of the Flood, is set in the plee-
blands, outside the compound walls 
during the same period as Oryx and 
Crake. The characters introduced in 
this story are members of the Garden-
ers - a green religion founded by Ad-
am One. The reli-
gion teaches the dan-
gers of technology, 
the moral bankrupt-
cy of civilization, 
and the duty to love 
all creatures, avoid 
violence, and tend 
their gardens on 
pleebland rooftops.  
 
Oryx has unleashed a virus in a pill 
used for hedonistic euphoria that has 
wiped out most of human kind - the 
Gardeners have called it the Waterless 
Flood that their green religion was 
preparing them for. Survivors are few 
and the story describes their search 
for each other. Genetically modified 
species, many of them dangerous, 
have escaped their compounds and 
roam freely amidst the chaos. 
 
The final story, MaddAddam, brings 
the first two novels together by telling 
the background stories of the charac-
ters as they try to survive. Details of 
the life of two brothers is threaded 
through the previous stories, one who 
becomes Adam One of the Gardeners, 
and the other, who survives the Wa-
terless Flood and joins up with the 
remnants of the Gardeners. This 

group of survivors meets the Crakers 
who were genetically designed to 
survive and replace human life on 
earth.  
 
This final novel is written almost as 
one can imagine the writing of any 
religious book - the story from gene-
sis to apocalypse. The narrator de-
scribes the growth of the Gardeners 
and their eventual identification as a 
green terrorist group by the security 
forces. The story tells of the collapse 
of agriculture, reliable energy sup-
plies, mass species extinction, and 
democratic government - chillingly, 
not a large imaginative leap from 
today.  
 
Atwood describes the trilogy as a 
work of fiction but “it does not in-
clude any technologies or biobeings 
that do not already exist, are not un-
der construction, or are not possible 
in theory.” One might add, that mass 
entertainment, hedonistic pursuits, 
and the state of the environment de-
picted in the book are equally imagi-
nable from our current perspective.  
 
There are also many quite funny de-
scriptions of the threats of the green 
Gardeners to economy and society, 
which channel the attitudes famously 
expressed by Vic Toews while a 
minister in our federal government.  
 
The MaddAddam trilogy is well 
written, fast paced, 
and full of tongue-in-
cheek references to 
modern society. And, 
as I promised, I 
won’t give away the 
end … but I thought 
it was pretty good.  
 
 
 

MaddAddam Trilogy (2013) 
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We appreciate the thoughtful response from Gary Bikman, MLA, Cardston-Taber-Warner: 


